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Horsenden Allotments and Gardens Association 

Behind the Scout Hut, adjacent to 415 Whitton Avenue East Open Sundays 10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon 
Email: greenfordhaaga@gmail.com. Website: greenfordhaaga.wordpress.com 

 
Issue 240           August 2015 

AUTUMN SHOW – SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2015 
ALL HALLOWS CHURCH HALL, ELTON AVENUE 

It’s 2 weeks to go till the Autumn Show and fruits such as apples and plums are ripening fast.  We have had a short respite from the heat over the past couple of weeks, with a bit of rain which has helped growth  (although not enough), although the hot weather seems to have returned (today at any rate!)   Hopefully there will be plenty of produce for the Show.   The Autumn Show will be held in All Hallows Church Hall, Elton Avenue, on Saturday 5th September and will be open to the public from about 3pm.  Prize giving is at 5pm.  This Show covers just about everything – flowers, pot plants, fruit and veg, as well as floral art , domestic and young persons.  Details on how to enter all classes can be found in the Show Schedule, a copy of which can be obtained from the Members Garden Centre.  I’m sure that anyone who cultivates their garden or an allotment will have something they can enter – have a look around and see what you can find! For those who just want to come along to have a look, admission to the Show is free and there will be some stalls (I don’t know whether there will be Honey as yet), a raffle and refreshments. The classes counting towards the Harry Greenway Trophy in the Autumn Show are: 21    -    Gladioli     -    1 spike 68    -    Runner beans  -    9 of one variety 104  -    Fruit tart on a plate   -    pastry top and bottom  Finally, will the winners of the cups at last year’s Autumn Show please return them on or before the Show day so that they are available for presentation at the Show.  Following the presentation, the cups will be left with Colin for engraving, so in addition, will winners of cups at the Spring and Summer Shows please let me have them at or before the Autumn Show so that they also can be engraved.     SHOW LEAFLETS  -  Many thanks to all those who have distributed leaflets for the Spring and Summer Shows.  Unless they tell me otherwise, I will assume they can help out again for the Autumn Show.  Two people, Mrs Shaw and Mrs Grzysbek,  who have helped with many shows in the past (a big thank you to both) are no longer able to do so, so I am looking for volunteers who are willing to distribute leaflets in Morden Gardens/Sudbury Heights and Bourne View/Bracewell Avenue areas.  If you can help with leaflet distribution for this Show or for next year’s Shows, please contact me, or a member of the Show Committee. Pam Essex, Show Secretary   WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR A CLASS,  OR CLASSES, AT THE AUTUMN SHOW? 
For just £1 you could sponsor a class of your choice at the Autumn Show. A card will be placed on the Show Table:- “THIS CLASS SPONSORED BY”    Your name If you wish to remain anonymous, then the card will be marked as “A.N. Other” 
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If you are not sure about which class, then just leave it to the Show Secretary! Several people sponsored classes at the Summer Show, which many people thought added further interest to the show and the exhibits.  Please give your sponsorship requests to any Committee Member, as early as possible before the show.  Saturday morning, the day of the Show, would be fine too!  Thank you. Eddie Weston, Chairman  
COUNTY SHOW  - The Federation of Middlesex Horticultural & Allotment Societies Autumn Show will take place at the 
Perivale Community Centre, Horsenden Lane South on Sunday 13th September.    The Show will be open to the public 
from 2.30 – 4.30 p.m.   Admission free.    We would love to see all of you at the show.    Should any of you wish to enter, 
and there are classes covering the sections as in our own Autumn Show + Wine, please contact me for a schedule.     The 
Standard is similar to our own show, so don’t be put off by thinking it is too high for you. 
Colin Lathwell 
 
TRADING REPORT  -  We have plenty of composts suitable for potting up bulbs ready for next year. 
We will shortly be deciding on our potato and onion order for next year.     If you have any particular suggestions for 
potatoes, please let us know.    We appreciate the problems some of you have experienced with onions this year.     As 
mentioned in the last newsletter, this will be borne in mind when ordering. 
We thank you for your support with our trading which is vital to us to enable us to continue to function. 
Bob Axbey, Secretary 
 ALLOTMENT PLOT HOLDERS  -  The 2014/2015 season is quickly drawing to an end and as this will be the last newsletter for the year. I am taking this opportunity to give everyone a reminder of what to expect.  Allotment rents will become due from this October for the 2015/2016 season at same price as last years. At the same time HAAGA membership  for Allotments tenants will be due (£3 for 2016 season) Everyone should be aware that one of the requirements of having an Allotment is to keep the Allotment at 50% cultivation levels (minimum) and that the grass is to be kept low and the plots weeded.  There are 2 inspections per year (done by an independent assessor). Those plots that have not reached the standard required (for the 2014/2015 season) will receive a letter addressing this point and be given a time scale for improvements. Improvements are to be in hand by May of 2016. Those plot-holders that have not made improvements by this time will have their tenancies withdrawn. I will be at the Members Garden Centre collecting the allotment rents due on the following dates:- Sunday, 4th October;   Sunday 11th October;  Sunday 18th October;  Sunday 25th October I am also giving notice that the Horsenden Allotments Association will be holding the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on Sunday 25th October at 12.00 noon following the general trading morning.    Plot Holders are urged to attend to support the Allotments Association. Joe Mangar, Plots Manager  SUMMER BARBEQUE  -  Horsenden Allotments Association held a barbeque on Saturday 1st August at our allotment site behind the Scout Hut on Whitton Avenue East.  The weather was perfect for us – not too hot and the event was well attended by members and guests with Stephen Pound, MP joining us for a time.   People were able to enjoy using the new pergola seating area on the Community Garden – the makings of the pergola having been sponsored by Lords Builders Merchants.   Many members supported the array of food with dishes from many cultures and countries.   Some of our members went away even thinking about next Summer’s barbeque and what we can do then.     A good time was had by all – if you didn’t come you missed a good event.  The Horsenden Allotment Association works with NCS students  -  Students on NCS work placements visited the allotments for three days this week (19th – 22nd August).   The first day they were helping with maintenance work painting heavy wooden doors.  They were instructed in preparation required: sanding down old paint, filling gaps with sealant to keep out the weather, followed by primer, undercoat and three coats of top coat. 
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Some students helped to renovate donated old garden furniture, by rubbing down with wire wool and painting.  They picked up the skills quickly and were willing and focused on what was required.  On the second day they were shown over the allotment, the sort of plants being grown and told about soil improvement crop rotation and composting. They helped to weed the communal plot and learnt the different kinds of weeds and the best way to tackle them.   Joe (plots manager) gave a talk on bee-keeping, describing the different bees within a hive and their social organisation.  Using a brood box and frames he explained about the importance of leaving honey for the bees to use through the winter.  Each of the students was able to get dressed up in bee-keeping gear and see the bees in the hive.  On the final day with all the maintenance jobs finished, the students dug a trench and planted, fertilised and watered potatoes, after which they were shown how to use a fork to dig up potatoes that were ready.  They all had the chance to have a go.  After an enjoyable barbecue where we were entertained by one of the students, (Josh) with his guitar, they left with bags of produce including marrows and potatoes.  Although it had been tiring it was very satisfying to see young people taking such an interest in the work on the allotment and with their help the community plot has been much improved.   

 H.A.A.G.A. PLOTS COMPETITION  -  As in previous years we take a walk around the three sites in late May to select those plots which are showing signs of good cultivation and tidiness and worthy of judging, which takes place early June and late July.    We select about 25-26 plots, some of which do very well in the first judging, but not so well in the second and vice versa.    Take a look at the results sheet on the inside of the Garden Centre Door to see just what I mean!  
Position Plot No. Name 1st Judge 

05.06.2015 
2nd Judge 
31.07.2015 

Total 
1 WD6 Weston 103 108 211 
2 WD10 & 21 Walsh 92 101 193 
3 WD34 & 35 Calnan 93 99 192 
4 WP10 P.Patel 93 98 191 
4 WP13 & 15 Octave 97 94 191 
6 WD5 & 7 Flannery 95 89 184 
 
WD = Whitton Drive.   WP = Whitton Place.     No entry fee for the Plots Competition, just make sure that your plot is in 
good order in May, when we select entrants, then keep up the good standard through to August.    Good Luck! 
Eddie Weston, Chairman  
ALIUM LEAF MINER  -  Alium Leaf Miner has been a big problem this year for almost everyone growing Onions and 
probably Leeks.    You have seen the effects on your Onions this year, the outer leaves twisted and browning with the 
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resulting failure of the bulb to mature.     I did notice that some Red Onions on a neighbouring plot did marginally better 
than their white counterparts.   My crop, only a path width away, were totally unaffected. Why?  Probably because they 
were not planted out, according to my diary, until 28th April when it is believed that the activity of this Alium Leaf Fly is 
over.     I planted Onion Sets purchased at our Garden Centre. 
I am given to understand that this fly may attack over wintering onion sets during September and October, so if you are 
planning to grow these, then it may pay to leave sowing sets until last week October, first week November and hope for 
first frosts to be late.    I don’t know what happens if you sow sets in pots at home then plant out on the allotment in 
early November.     Would someone like to try that and report back next spring.    I wonder if the Fly would attack 
mature plants in March/April.     There’s only one way to find out.   Try it!! 
Leeks planted out early may be affected, mine went out very late so I may have missed the March/April attack, but be 
hit the Sept/Oct attack.    As I will be lifting some for the Show 5th September I should find out, those left for winter 
harvest should give an answer to the later fly attack.    Watch this space!! 
Eddie Weston, Chairman  
Over Wintering Onion Sets  -  I am prepared to order RADAR variety from Marshalls again this year for those who want 
them.    I don’t have the price as yet, but carriage is £4.95 regardless of how many packs of 100 purchased.    Therefore 
the more people ordering the less the carriage per person.    In order for this to work economically we need at least 10 
people ordering.     No body makes money out of this, only those people ordering by means of the reduction in carriage.     
I need to know who wants these Onion Sets by 10th September latest. 
Eddie Weston, Chairman  
THOMPSON & MORGAN SEED & PLANT DISCOUNTS  -  We have, over the past decade or two, ordered seeds, for 
members, at discounts varying from 15% to 25% from Leading Seed Merchants.    Over the past seven years we have 
enjoyed a good and satisfactory working relationship with Messrs. Thompson & Morgan, an old and respected British 
seed merchant, generally noted for the quality of their products and service.   Over these years I have got to know 
members of the “Clubs & Societies Division” who provide me with excellent service and understanding. 
We are pleased to advise that we are again able to offer all Thompson & Morgan seeds list price, less 25% and 10% off all plants, potatoes etc.   Catalogues will hopefully be available from the Members Garden Centre, from early October, ready for Allotment Holders to collect when paying their yearly rent. To take advantage of this great offer, simply complete your order on the white order form and return to me.    Keep the 
yellow form for your record.    No money is required at this time.    Payment is collected at the time of delivery to you. 
To sum up.   This is the Deal!   25% off all seeds,  10% off other items.   No postage!  No money paid until you receive the 
goods!!  Remember to pick up your catalogue and start planning your garden / allotment for next year. 
Eddie Weston, Chairman 
 
 
This newsletter is the last to be produced in this calendar year.    The Members Garden Centre at Whitton Place will be 
closed for trading for the whole of December 2015 and will re-open on Sunday 10th January 2016.     Now there will be a 
Christmas get together of members in December at a date to be decided, so nearer the time watch out for the poster 
which will be displayed at the Garden Centre.  The HAAGA committee thank you for the support you have provided this 
year to our Association and wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Brenda Moger, Newsletter Editor 
 
  


